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Notes from the President  

 ON BEING A FRIENDééé.. 
  
Being a friend of the library means supporting the library. This support can take many forms. It can be 
as simple as utilizing the library, recognizing and appreciating the role the library and its staff plays in 
the community, attending special events at the library, serving as a volunteer, supporting the fund-
raising efforts of the Friends of the Library or by becoming a member of the Friends of the Library.  
 
We offer several categories of membership as a Friend of the Library: Life Member ($200), Patron 
($50), Family ($25), and Individual ($10).   All memberships other than the Life Membership require 
annual renewal.  
 
Your continued support enables us to provide special programs of interest to the community, an in-
creased opportunity to promote fellowship and to supplement the budget in order to enhance the qual-
ity of the library materials and services.  The support that the Friends provide is all the more important 
in this time of economic downturn and when we are expecting increased utilization of the library and its 
resources. We are most grateful and appreciative of donations and do our best to see that donations 
in any denomination are utilized in a way that enriches our resources and our community. 

 

 

    Friends Library News 
                                By Paula Jordan 

 

 
Friends Board Names New Officers 

 

The Friends of the Mountains Branch Library 

Board of Directors has named officers for 2010. 

New officers are Paula Jordan, President, and 

Nancy Hoopes, Vice President. Marianne Flan-

ders will continue as Secretary and Charlie 

Snodgrass will continue as Treasurer. The offices 

were named at the December 8th board meeting, 

and assumed the responsibilities of their positions 

effective immediately. 

 

Two new members were named to the Board at 

the Friends annual meeting on November 8th. 

They are Joan McCallum and Kathy Smith. 

 

Vacancies in committee chair positions will be 

filled at the January meeting. 

 

A luncheon honoring retiring Board members 

Saundra Nelson and Judy Arnold was held at the 

Esmeralda following the meeting. Our thanks to 

them for their many past services 

Photo Contest 2010 
 

The Friends of the Mountains Branch Library 

will hold a photo contest again in 2010, with the 

theme ñWhat I Love about Lake Lure and the 

Hickory Nut Gorge.ò As last year, twelve photos 

will be selected to appear in the 2011 Friends 

Calendar. A thirteenth óBest of Showô winner 

may also be selected for the front cover of the 

calendar. As last year, winners will receive a 

free copy if the calendar. A recognition event 

and additional prizes for winners are also under 

discussion. 

 

The formal call for entries will be announced in 

mid-summer, with the deadline for entries on 

August 31st. Photos must be taken in landscape 

orientation, with the minimum photo size and 

resolution of 1280 by 960 pixels at 300 dpi, and 

submitted on a CD in jpeg format. Rules for 

submission will be announced with the call for 

entries. 

 

Although the deadline is months away, area and 

visiting photographers are encouraged to begin 

snapping right away. The calendar committee 

would like, if possible, to select seasonal photos 

appropriate to the months that they will repre-

sent. 
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Friends of the Mountains Branch Library 

Financial Report for the Annual Meeting 
November 8, 2009 

  
     This financial report is for the benefit of the Friends of the Mountains Branch Library (FOMBL) membership. The report provides 

the overall financial position of the FOMBL through October 31, 2009. All figures presented have been rounded to the nearest dol-
lar value for ease of interpretation and presentation.  

 

    For the first 10 months of 2009 the FOMBL is running 46% above the 2008 revenues. This is a significant increase over 2008 and 
can be directly attributed to increased member donations and fund raising efforts of the FOMBL. 

   
     Although book sales and membership renewals are down slightly in 2009 compared to 2008, the increase in other areas such as 
donations and fund raisers, as mentioned above, have allowed the FOMBL to continue to make purchases to enhance the overall 
Mountains Branch Library.  

Financial Snapshot of Revenues 

January through October 2009 
     

 

 Financial Snapshot of Expenses 

January through October 2009 
  

 

Note: Figures shown are not all inclusive of expenses incurred by the FOMBL through October 2009. Other day
-to-day expenses such as cost of food and drink for events, postal fees (box and stamps), general upkeep, 
credit card machine rental fees, water for the volunteers, etc., are not reflected. The purpose of the chart is to 
highlight the more costly items. 

Book Sales $4,595.00   

Fund Raisers 
      Calendar Sales 
      Books & Bulbs 
      Raffles/Author Events 
      Food for Thought 

$4,090.00 
     $1,195.00 
     $1,470.00 
     $1,060.00 
     $365.00 

  

Membership Drives $1,825.00  

Donations 
      Olympiad 
      Lions Club 
      Memorials 
      Misc Cash and Landscaping 

$2,800.00 
     $1,000.00 
     $500.00 
     $500.00 
     $800.00 

  

Hardware and Enhancements 
     Book Shelf, Book Carts, Office Furniture,  GeoClock 
     Landscaping 
     Recognition Plaque 
     New Library Marquee and Misc Hardware 

$7,850.00 
     $4,650.00 
     $1,000.00 
     $1,100.00 
     $1,100.00 

  

Fund Raisers, Programs,  and News 
     Bulbs 
     Calendars 
     !Řǳƭǘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
     Newsletter and Postage 

$5,200.00 
     $825.00 
     $1,700.00  
     $1,775.00 
     $900.00 

  

Books and Magazines $450.00 Those not funded by county 

DVDs $925.00 Budgeted Annually at $1,000 
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   The FOMBL continues to do well in 2009 compared to previous years. This speaks well to the ability 
of the FOMBL board in garnering financial support through donations, fund raisers, and book sales 
even during this economic down turn. The FOMBL is only successful in its ability to support the Moun-
tains Branch Library because of the OUTSTANDING financial generosity of library patrons in Lake Lure 
and surrounding communities.   

Friends of the Mountains Branch Library 
  

Annual Report:  November 8, 2009 
  

 Friends of the Library, Board Members 2009 
  

   Nancy Hoopes, President ;    Paula Jordan, Vice President 

  

  Charlie Snodgrass:  Treasurer;;   Marianne Flanders:  Sec-

retary 

  

Additional Board Members: 

 Judy Arnold:  Membership Hospitality Chair 

 Nell Madsen:  Volunteer Chair 

 Don Benson:  All -around Man 

 Saundra Nelson:  President- 2008 and Program 

Chairman 

 Melanie Greenway, Librarian 
  

  2009 Author Events: 
  

Virginia Wilson: PRECIOUS MEMORIES  - March  

Robert Morgan: BOONE, GAP CREEK AND OTHERS- 

August 

Leann Sain:  RETURN TO NOWHERE- December 2009 

 

2009 Programs and Special Events: 
  

Land Conservancy Program with speakers from 

Chimney Rock Park and the Nature Conservancy 

  

  Volunteer Appreciation Cookout 

  

 Assisted with the N.C. Dept of Cultural Resources 

Touring Photography Event 

  

   Movies and Popcorn, and gift certificates for the 

Summer Reading Finale 

  

Todd Elliot and the Honey Bee Project 

  

Adrian Rice and the Belfast Boys- Irish Fest 
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2009 Fund Raising Activities: 
  

Food for Thoughtò-July 4th Book and Bake Sale 

  

Fall Festival in Lake Lure- 2 Day Book and Bulbs 

Plus Sale 

  

 2010 Calendar competition and Publishing and Sale - 

ñSeen in the Gorgeò 

  

Ongoing Book Sale  at the Library 

  

 Ongoing Membership Drive 

  

 Raffle-  ñLucky 14ò  - winner to be drawn today 
  

  

Individual Recognition of Volunteer: 
  

Maryann Brown has received an award from the 

Friends of the North Carolina Public Libraries 

honoring her with Honorable Mention as Volun-

teer of the Year, Mountain Area and recognition 

of her service and dedication to the Friends of the 

Library 

Let books be your dining table,  

And you shall be full of delights  

Let them be your mattress  

And you shall sleep restful 

nights.  

~Author Unknown  
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Praise for the Mountains Branch Library 

by Cindy Newberry 
 

When we were planning a move here from Florida, I 

thought that my local library would be greatly missed. I 

was wrong. I have found myself impressed with all of the 

library branches I have visited here, using my colorful 

green card, each having a selection of resources that are 

worth the trip. What a treat to find the library at ICC 

among them.      

 

It is our fortune that Mountains Branch, the branch we 

like and use the most, is the location closest to our home. 

The facility, media collections, staff, and volunteers are 

all key features to this wonderful community asset and of 

course far outweigh proximity and convenience in mak-

ing it our favorite library. 

 

Walking into a maintained, odor free, and well-lighted 

building is always nice. Finding that it is not a repository 

for tattered books and furniture that ñdowntownò no 

longer wanted is even nicer. I tend to browse at public 

libraries and have never found it easier to stumble onto 

books that strike my interest regardless of which aisle I 

wander by. The children are also able to help themselves 

and select books and other media with ease.  

As a family we have attended a remarkable variety of art 

and music programs of impressive quality at this branch. 

The children have benefited from participating in story 

time and summer reading programs as well as other offer-

ings such as movies and parties. 

 

The knowledgeable and helpful staff and volunteers have 

been fabulous information resources in library-related 

topics and beyond. They have also graciously served as 

welcoming committee and food and entertainment guides. 

Their input was invaluable when we needed to get the 

kids involved with activities and other children right after 

moving here. 

 

We recognize that there is a lot of support behind the 

many facets of this branch that we as a family have bene-

fited so much from using and attending, and are most 

grateful to the Lake Lure Community and library Staff, 

Volunteers, and Friends members who make it happen. 

What I Like about  Mountains 

Branch Library  

The Friends of the Mountains  

Branch Library Board  

wishes all our òFRIENDSó a very, very  

Renewal of HOA Membership 
 

The new member/renewal form for HOA mem-

bership will be available in the HOA newslet-

ter, Rec Center, Admin  building and security 

gate.  The dues are $30 and are to be a paid by 

January 15, 2010.  This is $10 less than last 

year.  Please send checks payable to HOA and 

completed forms to Beverly Lewinski, 290 Shu-

mont Estates Drive, Lake Lure, NC 28746.  

 

Current HOA Member Directories:  

 
If you need an extra HOA Directory, they are 

available from Beverly Lewinski, HOA Mem-

ber Chair, Jerry Webb, HOA President, or 

Christy Roper @ the Admin. Building , for a 

nominal fee of $5.00. Either for another room/

floor in your home, they make as thoughtful 

gift for a newcomer, or for a former member, 

who has moved.  
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New books  by Melanie Greenway  

By Saundra Nelson 

 

Programs and Events 
December 

FICTION 
 

GRAVE SECRETS BY CHARLAINE HARRIS 
BITE MARKS BY JENNIFER RARDIN 

TRUE BLUE BY DAVID BALDACCI 
ANGEL TIME BY ANNE RICE 

OTHER MENôS HORSES BY ELMER KELTON 
KNIT THE SEASON BY KATE JACOBS 

THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON TATTOO BY STIEG LARSSON 
THE LACUNA BY BARBARA KINGSOLVER 

KINDRED IN DEATH BY J.D. ROBB 
RAINWATER BY SANDRA BROWN 

JOHN THE REVELATOR BY PETER MURPHY 
THE BRIDEôS FAREWELL BY MEG ROSOFF 

HER FEARFUL SYMMETRY BY AUDREY NIFFENEGGER 
FORD COUNTY BY JOHN GRISHAM 

NEW YORK BY EDWARD RUTHERFFURD 
WOLF HALL BY HILARY MANTEL 

THE WRECKER BY CLIVE CUSSLER 
VISION IN WHITE BY NORA ROBERTS 

MARTYR BY RORY CLEMENTS 
THE MIDDLE OF THE AIR BY KENNETH BUTCHER 

HOMER & LANGLEY BY E.L. DOCTOROW 
THE FRUIT OF HER HANDS BY MICHELLE COMERON 

THE ESPRESSOLOGIST BY KRISTINA SPRINGER 
I, ALEX CROSS BY JAMES PATTERSON 

 
HOLIDAY 

MERRY, MERRY GHOST BY CAROLYN HART 
THE BODY IN THE SLEIGH BY KATHERINE HALL PAGE 

HOME IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS BY HEATHER GRAHAM 
A CHRISTMAS PROMISE BY ANNE PERRY 

A CREED COUNTRY CHRISTMAS BY LINDA LAEL MILLER 
HOLIDAY GRIND BY CLEO COYLE 

THE GIFT BY CECELIA AHERN 
A QUILTERôS HOLIDAY BY JENNIFER CHIAVERINI 

WHITE CHRISTMAS PIE BY WANDA BRUNSTETTER 
 A BLUE AND GRAY CHRISTMAS BY JOAN MEDLICOTT 

 
 

YOUNG ADULT 
FIRE BY KRISTIN CAHORE 

 
NON-FICTION 

 
ARGUING WITH IDIOTS BY GLENN BECK 

1,001 THINGS THEY WONôT TELL YOU BY JONATHAN DAHL 
HELLO GOODBYE BY EMILY CHENOWETH 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE HONEY BEE BY ILONA 
HOW TO SURVIVE THE END OF THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT BY 

JAMES WESLEY RAWLES 
OFFICIAL BOOK CLUB SELECTION BY KATHY GRIFFIN 

SWAY: THE IRRESISTIBLE PULL OF IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR BY 
ORI BRAFMAN AND ROM BRAFMAN 

IN THE PRESIDENTôS SECRET SERVICE BY RONALD KESSLER 
NUDGE: IMPROVING DECISIONS ABOUT HEALTH, WEALTH, AND 

HAPPINESS BY RICHARD THALER AND CASS SUNSTEIN 
MARY CASSETTT: A LIFE BY NANCY MATHEWS 

 
 
 

DVDôs 
 

PUSH 
X-MEN ORIGINS WOLVERINE 

SUNSHINE CLEANING  

Books and Bulbs Sale  

Marianne Flanders and Nancy Hoopes 

 

Todd Elliott  

The Belfast Boys 

Robert Morgan 
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Paula Jordan 

Reference Corner 

6 

1st Place Winner  

"Morning Moonset" by Blaine Cox  
  

The Friends of the Mountains Branch Library in 
Lake Lure recently sponsored a photo contest 
entitled "As seen in the Hickory Nut Gorge". Of 
the 300 plus photos that were entered, twelve 
were selected by a panel of judges including 
Mayor Jim Proctor, Friends President Nancy 
Hoopes and local amateur photographer, Ken 
Jordan to be featured in the Friends 2010 Cal-
endar.  
 
The calendars may be purchased from the li-
brary located at 150 Bill's Creek Road in Lake 
Lure. There are two sizes to choose from: the 
free standing desk size for $5 and the larger 
wall size for $10. All proceeds go to support the 
library. 
  

  

Winners of the contest are:  
  

Jan & cover : Morning Moonset by Blaine Cox 

Feb: Bottomless Pools by Bruce Ahart 

Mar: Rocky Broad by Jane Howell 

Apr: Sunrise Sunset by Rob McComas 

May: Rainbow Over the Rock by Emily Gillespie 

June: Goldfinch by Dale Gray 

July: Reflections by Billie Nicholson 

Aug: Turtles by Chris Wolfe 

Sept: Lake Lure Gazebo by Beth Henson 

Oct: Fall Leaves by Jeffrey Smith 

Nov: Wild Turkeys by Sheila Spicer 

Dec: Rainy View by Mike Lumpkin 

FRIENDS OF THE MOUNTAINS 

BRANCH LIBRARY  

2009 PHOTO CONTEST RESULTS 

 

Internet Resources for Writers 
 

In my last colomn, I mentioned National 

Novel Writing Month, which took place 

in November. The annual challenge is to 

write a 50,000 word rough-draft novel in 

30 days. Official stats are still to be final-

ized but itôs clear already that this year 

broke all records hands down: 166,700+ 

writers signed up world wide (415 from 

the Asheville area alone.) Of that number, 

some 19%, (32,000+ writers, including 

yours truly) have met the challenge. Awe-

some experience! If any of you think 

youôd EVER like to write a book, this is a 

great way to get it off the ground. This 

column will remind you next year, or go 

to www.nanowrimo.org and sign up right 

now! 

Among the many other great resources 

for writers on the Internet are the follow-

ing: 

WritingRaw.com 

FREE literary sharing website (like a literary 

YouTube) offers the literary community ñé

the opportunity to have their work online and 

out in the world.ò 

 

www.ncarts.org 

The Literature Program of the North Carolina 

Arts Council offers grants and services to NC 

writers. 

 

www.yourdictionary.com 

This handy site offers nine thesauri and the 

widest and deepest collection of dictionaries 

on the web, including an alphabetical list of 

dictionaries on technical and other specialties. 

 

www.infoplease.com 

The way to find facts and figures on the inter-

net. Up-to-date news and statistics comple-

ment in-depth almanacs on geography, his-

tory, entertainment, sport, business and more. 

 

Continued on Page 7 


